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SȾÁUTW̱  Renewing Community
Presence in W̱ ENÁ¸NEĆ

SȾÁUTW̱  is renewing its community presence in W̱ ENÁ¸NEĆ
through a Nation-led campground project rooted in culture,
stewardship, and future opportunities. The project will support
gathering, connection, and long-term care for the land.
Read more on page 3.
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NEW MEMBER SUPPORT PROGRAM

Member Support is a new program that provides
timely, respectful, and practical financial assistance
to eligible SȾÁUTW̱  members and families. Current
supports include funeral-related costs, youth
wellness and development needs, and travel support
for youth athletes, helping reduce financial barriers
during important times of need.

Read more on page 2.

NEW
PROGRAM
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New Member Support Program!

Member Support is a new SȾÁUTW̱  program created to provide timely,
respectful, and practical financial assistance to eligible members and
families. 

Current supports include help with funeral-related costs, youth wellness and
development needs, and travel support for youth athletes participating in
recognized sport opportunities. These programs are intended to reduce
financial barriers, support family and community well-being, and help
members access meaningful opportunities during important times of need.

Scan the QR Code to learn more & apply
online!

NEW
PROGRAM
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SȾÁUTW̱ Renewing Community Presence in
W̱ENÁ¸NEĆ

SȾÁUTW̱ First Nation is pleased to share plans for renewed
presence and care on its reserve lands in W̱ENÁ¸NEĆ, also known
as Fulford Bay. The first phase of this work is the W̱ENÁ¸NEĆ
Campground Project, a Nation-led initiative grounded in cultural
stewardship, community wellbeing, and sustainable economic
development. 

A second phase will focus on creating a cultural space rooted in
SȾÁUTW̱ teachings and traditions—a welcoming place for
community members, families, and future generations to gather,
connect, and celebrate identity. The vision for this space is inspired
by the significance and form of a traditional longhouse, reflecting the
cultural heart of the site.

This important project builds on the spirit of welcome that has long been present at the reserve. It will create public
campsites nestled in the upper forested area, offering visitors an opportunity to experience the beauty and
significance of the land in a respectful, low-impact way. In keeping with SȾÁUTW̱  values of stewardship, safety,
and care for the environment, campfires will not be permitted.

Work on the reserve will begin in June with minimally invasive walk-in campsites designed to honour the land and
protect its ecosystems. Campsites will have access to water and, in some cases, power extended from the
adjacent Beach property. That property, known as Lot A, was purchased with funds raised by the Salt Spring
community in 2025 as its first land back initiative, with support from the Salt Spring Island Foundation—an
example of meaningful partnership in support of SȾÁUTW̱  priorities.

“The Foundation team is delighted to learn of the vision and activities led by the SȾÁUTW̱  on their land in
W̱ ENÁ¸NEĆ,” said Shannon Cowan, Executive Director of the Foundation. “We raise our hands to the entire Salt
Spring Island community for such strong and enduring allyship in support of land back initiatives, and in support of
SȾÁUTW̱  people and their traditional knowledge and culture. 

The renewed SȾÁUTW̱  presence, ecologically-
sensible approach, and social enterprise are all
meaningful steps in an ongoing process of
reconciliation.” Construction of the planned cultural
space will follow the development of the public
campsites, on a timeline still to be confirmed.
Once the project is complete, the Nation looks
forward to hosting a celebration that welcomes
community members to gather in a good way.

“Our thanks to the SȾÁUTW̱  First Nation who have
generously allowed our community free access to
this incredible natural oasis for generations,” said
Gary Holman, Salt Spring Island Electoral Area
Director. “The return of the SȾÁUTW̱  to their
precious lands, while still sharing those lands with
hikers and campers, is an act of reconciliation that
will continue to benefit us all.”
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Scan the
QR Code to
learn more.

Once construction is completed, the reserve will remain accessible to those arriving by bike or on foot from Fulford
or Reginald Hill, with new access also available by boat. The project is designed to encourage low-impact
visitation, reduce vehicular traffic, and support respectful shared use of the area. Parking for the project, as well as
for day visitors, will be located on the reserve as part of a broader approach to minimizing impacts on neighboring
properties. 

Keefer Ecological Services has been engaged to help reduce environmental impacts and support careful site
stewardship. The project will also include interpretive signage to share information about the unique ecological
features of the reserve and deepen public understanding of the land. 

“We are honoured to witness the return of the SȾÁUTW̱  First Nation to Salt Spring for the first time in generations,
and we congratulate them on this significant undertaking and reaffirmation of enduring connection to the land,
waters, culture, and community,” said Chair of Trust Council Laura Patrick. “We look forward to their continued
stewardship and leadership in preserving and protecting these lands and waters for future generations.

An informational webpage about the project will be added to the SȾÁUTW̱  First Nation’s website and updated as
work progresses over the summer. Community members and visitors are encouraged to follow the project there
and submit questions through the page. HÍSW̱  ḴE to the Salt Spring community and all those who have supported
this vision and helped make this meaningful next step possible.

Project Contact

For more information or questions you may
have regarding this project, please reach out
to the contact below, or scan the QR code to
complete a contact form. 

Greg Diemer, CFO – SȾÁUTW̱  First Nation
Email: cfo@stautw.ca

mailto:cfo@stautw.ca
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Sign up for Public
Safety Alerts
 

Scan QR
to sign up
 

The Saanich Peninsula Alert System
is designed to deliver critical and
potentially life-saving alerts to
anyone who has registered. 

Alerts would be sent for events such
as earthquakes, tsunami alerts,
evacuation notices, or other safety
threats. Scan the QR code below to
register.
 



Page  

Community News & Events

6



Page  

Community News & Events

7

Scan the QR Code to Apply Online!



Page  

Community News & Events

8



Page  

Community News & Events

9



Page  

Community News & Events

10



Page  

Community News & Events

11



Page  

War Canoe 2026 Schedule

12



Page  

Language & Culture News

13



Page  

Health & Wellness News

14



Page  

Health & Wellness News

15

Walk with Sobriety is renamed to: "Journey with John". John Sampson is opening up space for "Journey with
John" - a dedicated time for peers supporting peers. Whether you’re looking for a listening ear, or community
connection, you are welcome here. We want time to visit together and support each other. This isn't a meeting;
it’s peers supporting peers. No judgments, just real talk and real connection. 
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Fisheries Notice Email List 

The Fisheries Team is putting together a contact list that we will use for
announcing any events or initiatives that we hoping that community would
be interested in joining us! If you are interested in hearing about
opportunities including seafood harvesting, invasive green crab removal,
and research surveys, contact Evan Plett at ccgcoordinator@stautw.ca
or give us a call at (250) 652-9101 ext. 324. 

Invasive Species Removal – World Environment Day June 5th  

To celebrate World Environment Day and to protect the ecosystem, we are hosting a Scotch Broom
removal event at ȾIX̱ EṈ in partnership with CRD, on June 5th from 9:30AM-12:30PM and is open for
anyone to join if they are interested in restoring the land. If you would like to join please reach out to
Shae at fisheriesliaison@stautw.ca

Baited Remote Underwater Video (BRUV) System

Baited Remote Underwater Video systems are low-impact assessment tools used for monitoring a variety of
underwater parameters including marine life populations, seafloor composition, and more! 

SȾÁUTW̱  Fisheries has recently acquired two systems that we got to deploy off Cooper Reef for assessing the
efficacy of Rockfish Conservation Areas. The photos here are snapshots of the video collected that will be
assess for the marine life recorded. 

If you would like to learn more about the BRUV project or would like to come join us for a deployment, please
reach out to Evan at ccgcoordinator@stautw.ca! 

mailto:ccgcoordinator@stautw.ca
mailto:fisheriesliaison@stautw.ca
mailto:ccgcoordinator@stautw.ca
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SȾÁUTW̱  Marine Guardian Training Opportunity 

SȾÁUTW̱  Fisheries is excited to announce a work experience opportunity for SȾÁUTW̱  members through the
United Way BC Work Experience Opportunities grant. The program is intended for participants to learn skills and
gain experience in marine stewardship, while receiving a stipend, to prepare them for Indigenous Guardian
opportunities along the coast. If you would like to learn more or are eligible to participate, please contact Evan Plett
at ccgcoordinator@tsawout.ca. 

mailto:ccgcoordinator@tsawout.ca
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Cabbage Island Community
Clam Digs 

This month, the Fisheries Team took out
two groups of community members for
clam digging out at Cabbage Island. 

We like to thank everyone that came out,
as it was a great chance for youth and
elders to spend connecting with the
traditional practice. 

If you are interested in joining us for the
next dig, please reach out to Evan at
ccgcoordinator@stautw.ca to be notified
of the next opportunity to join us! 

mailto:ccgcoordinator@stautw.ca
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Saltmarsh Working Group & QEN,T IPCA Advisory Committee 

The Marine & Stewardship Team (formerly Fisheries) is inviting community members and knowledge holders to
take part in two important engagement opportunities: 

Salt,arsh Working Group 
QEN,T IPCA Advisory Committee 

We are seeking people who can share knowledge related to: fisheries, species at risk, cultural species
(including fish, plants, birds, and mammals), cultural sites 

These groups will help guide important work, and we welcome participation from all ages. 
Honoraria will be provided for meetings and site visits. 

If you are interested in joining, please email:  fisheriesliaison@stautw.ca with the subject line: “IPCA Advisory
Committee” or “Saltmarsh Working Group” and include your interest and availability. 

mailto:fisheriesliaison@stautw.ca
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2026 Chief  Joe Mathias BC First Nations Nursing
Scholarship - Friday, June 12, 2026 at 11:59 pm

Scholarship Opportunities

Check out some scholarship opportunities through the Chief Joe Mathias British
Columbia Aboriginal Scholarship Fund.

2026 Chief  Joe Mathias BC First Nations
Multi‑Disciplinary Scholarship - Friday, June 19, 2026
at 11:59 pm 

2026 Chief  Joe Mathias BC First Nations Teacher Scholarship - Friday, June 12, 2026
at 11:59 pm

Daycare Important Dates 

June 21 - Father’s Day
June 22 - Aboriginal Day (Daycare closed)
June 26 - Closed at noon for staff meeting 

Daycare News

SX̱ EDJELI Daycare Update
 
We have had a great month of getting everyone back into
routine and we are enjoying the days with the children. They
have so much to do and keeping them occupied is always
fun for everyone. The children love the SENĆOŦEN they
are learning with teacher Sandra and doing walks to the
beach as often as possible. 

Walks to the beach consists of learning what happens down
there such as watching for the clams to squirt out of the
ground and Sandra is showing them that’s where they can
start to dig to look for clams. Sometimes they look under
rocks to find crabs as well. So much to do at the beach and
its always a learning experience. 

The children of the 3-5 room were able to go on a field trip
to “Butterfly Gardens” in which the children enjoyed. There
will be pictures of the trip put up on a board for parents to
see and we will update the pictures as often as possible. So
please take the time to look if you can. The children will
have so much to share. 

We would like to welcome Craig Jr. He has started in the 3-
5 room. He is enjoying meeting the children that have been
here and they are all welcoming him and showing him
around. 
 

https://chiefjoemathias.smapply.io/prog/2026_bc_first_nations_multi-disciplinary_scholarship_application/
https://chiefjoemathias.smapply.io/prog/2026_bc_first_nations_multi-disciplinary_scholarship_application/
https://chiefjoemathias.smapply.io/prog/2026_bc_first_nations_teacher_scholarship_application/
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Scan the QR code or visit our
website to view more
Employment Opportunities with
SȾÁUTW̱ .

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES!

Summer Program Leader
ECE
Summer Fisheries Youth Intern 
Housing Program Assistant
Community Programs Policy Advisor
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Garbage Pickup:  Garbage and compost is managed by CCR and picked up every Monday

Recycling (Bi-weekly): If your recycling is missed or not picked up, call Emterra at 250-385-4399.
Call by 11:00 AM the next day and they'’ll most likely be able to do a pick-up. If later, it would have
to wait until the next pick-up date. 

Reminder that the Heavy Garbage Program has ended. Please do not leave heavy garbage on the
side of the road. We continue to clean up the dumpsite on Longhouse Road from the previous
years programs. Please discard your heavy garbage at local metal recycle or Hartland Landfill. 

Garbage, Compost & Recycling  
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